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ANIMAL WELFARE — CATTLE DEATHS — 
NOONKANBAH STATION AND YANDEYARRA RESERVE 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.06 pm]: 
Mine is less happy news. In the last two months, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
has responded to two serious animal welfare issues on pastoral properties in the Kimberley and Pilbara. After 
receiving a report from a pilot, shortly before Christmas, of cattle in distress on Noonkanbah station, the 
department flew in and found that a number of water points on the property were inaccessible or not operational 
and required urgent repairs. Some hundreds of cattle were found dead or dying. Approximately 85 cattle were then 
destroyed by DPIRD officers. High-priority water points have been repaired or replaced and the department is 
continuing to monitor the situation. 

Over the last four weeks, after the RSPCA referred an animal welfare report to DPIRD, the department has been 
responding to an even more serious issue at Yandeyarra reserve and neighbouring Kangan station. Inspections 
have found a significant number of cattle in poor condition with limited access to water and, in some cases, feed. 
Emergency management activities are underway to improve access to water for cattle in poor condition. To date, 
the department has destroyed more than 740 head of cattle. Senior officers from DPIRD and the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage are meeting at Yandeyarra today with community representatives. In both cases, the 
department issued direction notices under the Animal Welfare Act relating to requirements around monitoring of 
cattle, provision of proper and sufficient food, and appropriate access to water. In both cases the department’s 
livestock compliance unit is investigating potential breaches of the Animal Welfare Act. 
The department has conducted aerial rangeland surveys of parts of the Kimberley and Pilbara looking at rangeland 
condition, surface water availability, stream flows, dry standing feed and new pasture growth for livestock. Survey 
results have been provided to pastoralists in the north to assist in management strategies throughout this dry and 
hot period. I want to thank local pastoralists, industry members and the Kimberley Pilbara Cattlemen’s Association 
for their support during this difficult time. We have received numerous offers of support from local pastoralists 
and businesses, and these offers will be taken up when they are practically possible. I put on record our 
government’s appreciation for the tremendous work by our DPIRD officers, who have shown great dedication and 
competence in managing these very trying situations. I emphasise that these cattle losses are not purely the result 
of low rainfall and high temperatures. When it is a tough season, farmers work harder. They employ extra staff to 
run water. They move cattle out of dangerous areas. They keep up feed and nutritional supplements. 
Our government will not turn a blind eye to animal welfare issues. Responsibility for the wellbeing of livestock 
lies with the people managing the livestock, and when there are breaches of the Animal Welfare Act, we will 
prosecute. In the longer term, we will double-down on our efforts to drive a viable, modern and responsible pastoral 
industry in the north. Next week, we are holding a roundtable with key representatives of the northern pastoral 
industry in Broome, to consolidate a partnership approach to long-term sustainable industry development with 
a particular focus on properties that are considered to be at risk. In April, I will bring together a Pilbara–Kimberley 
Aboriginal pastoralists forum in partnership with the northern development commissions, with an emphasis on 
best practice governance and animal welfare management. 
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